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MEMOKAN0UM FOR: Deputy Secretary of Pefense 


SPBIECT 


Approval el Exteneiou of Project COEOKA 


1, You ufilt remember that, following a review of tbe SENTRY 
and CORONA Programs last fall and a series of conferences in December 
and January, agreement was reached among the interested agencies that 
it would be desirable to extend ttie Thor -boosted satellite reconnaissance 
program through the simuner of I9h0« A recommendation to this effect, 
which included an outi,ine of the funding proposed for the extension of the 
program, was addressed by the Dnder Secretary of the Air Force to the 
Deputy Secretary of Defense on 11 February and was subsequently approved 
by the latter. This paper served as the basis for a fuller memorandum 
CCOR-0372) which set forth the same proposal against the background of a 
revisw of CORONA. With the concurrence of the senior officers concerned, 
this memorandum was presented to higher authority and approval granted 
for the proposed extension on the terms therein set fortti. 

2. The proposal tixus favorably acted upon requested (without 
rscommendation) an Immediate decision as to whether an effort should be 
made to preserve the security surroiinding the CORONA Project and to 
maintain its cover so as to deny the true purpose of the I960 flights as 
well as those scheduled for 1959. Although not stated in writing it was 
\mderstood that the decision on this point might have a bearing on administra- 
tive arrangemwits since the decision to preserve security and cover would 
presumably imply &e continuation of present organiaatioiml arrangements 
and of the present distribution of responsibility. Subsequent to the rendering 
of the basic decision referred to above the questloa of security was further 
considered and the decision was made to embark on the extended program 
with every effort and intent to conduct it in the same manner as CORONA 

but to revisw ttie status of security and cover in approximately six months* 
time. It was contemplated that if security had deteriorated, or if i&ere had 
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b*«ii a cbanga of political policy, the decieioa could theu be made to surface 
prof jram but tiuil iu the meaowMIe security precautious should be observed 
aad planoing stould be on l^e assumptien that the security status of the pro> 
gram would remain unchanged through the series. 

3. Ther ttfore, it is assumed, in accordance with the abovs decisions, 

that! 


a. Appropriate action is proceeding to schedule the four 
flights restored to the calendar year If 59 program and the eight 
flights proposed for eal^dar year I960. 

b. The Central hatelligence Agency will initiate procurement 
of additiLonat payloads as needed. 

c. Fuoding will be provided in accordsnce wlto the proposal 
as submitted and approved. 

d. Organisational arrangemeets and the distribution of 
responsibilities for the program will for toe present remain 
imc hanged. 


It is understood that the security and cover stotos of toe program and related 
organise tlonai arrangements nctoy be reviewed at a later date. 


(sgd) Richard M. BisseW^ir. 

Atlacbment; RXCHARO M . 6^£I.L, JE . 

Cy 4 of COE«&3t2 Oeputy Director 

(Plans) 
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